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PRESS RELEASE --- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GREAT PLAINS RESTORATION COUNCIL
KICK-OFF - 2008 YOUTH SUMMIT
2400 EAST 4TH STREET, FORT WORTH, TX 76111
@ The Trinity River Trailhead, just east of Downtown Fort Worth
TUESDAY, JULY 22, 2008

CONTACT: Lorenzo Wilborn, GPRC Youth Director (817) 253-6402 

FORT WORTH, TX – Great Plains Restoration Council, is hosting the Celebration Kick-Off for its 2008 Plains 
Youth InterACTION Summit, Tuesday, July 22, 2008, 2400 East 4th Street, Fort Worth, TX 76111 @ the Trinity 
River Trailhead, just east of Downtown Fort Worth and the PUBLIC IS INVITED. The purpose of the event is to 
recognize GPRC Plains Youth InterACTION leaders from Fort Worth and Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota who are attending the 4-day 2008 Youth InterACTION Summit because they have demonstrated leadership 
over the last year. The public is encouraged to show community support for the kids’ commitment to restoring and 
protecting our Great Plains areas and their own health, and also welcome GPRC’s Oglala Lakota kids to Fort 
Worth. Event time is 6pm – 8:30pm. 

GPRC”s Plains Youth InterACTION operates in both Fort Worth and on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Inner city 
and Indian reservation youth of the Great Plains share many of the same social challenges, but rarely interact. The 
Youth Summit brings these select youth leaders together. In Plains Youth InterACTION, with the support of 
mentors and counselors, young people heal and strengthen themselves through healing and protecting specific 
native prairie ecosystems. This year’s Summit focus will be on personal development, stamina, and different 
cultures sharing similar experiences.

Summit schedule: (Note: Youth will be available on-site for interviews.) July 22 and 23 the youth will be in Fort 
Worth, and July 24 and 25 they will be 200 miles to the northwest at the new 12,000 acre Cynthia Ann Parker 
Wilderness, (2 miles west of Crowell, Texas) which GPRC created with Foard County and Pease River Partners and 
is now moving into restoration. In Fort Worth, the joint group will work on the Fort Worth Prairie Park, as well as 
participate in workshops on Conflict Resolution, Public Speaking, Stress-Reduction Techniques, “Training People 
How to Treat You,”  Ecological Health, and a story-telling – led by Sharon Balaban, director of the Morton H. 
Meyerson Family Tzedakah Fund – of Moses trying to convince Pharaoh to let the Israelite slaves leave Egypt and 
how, after first agreeing, Pharaoh’s heart hardened. ÒWhat caused Pharaoh to have his change of heart? If itÕs 
something inside each of us, how do we recognize and control it?Ó

In West Texas, at the Cynthia Ann Parker Wilderness, the youth will facilitate the historic first reintroduction of a 
black-tailed prairie dog town. 98% of all prairie dogs on the Great Plains have been killed yet they represent the 
“keystone species” of the Great Plains’ original ecosystemic health. Their towns are “like coral reefs in the sea of 
grass;” according to GPRC, in that dozens of other native wildlife depend on them for survival. This first prairie 
dog reintroduction will help lay the groundwork for a larger restoration that will eventually include return of the 
rare and genetically-distinct Southern buffalo. 

The Celebration Kick-Off on July 22nd will feature: Traditional Indian Children’s Dance Performance — “Southern 



Plains Grass Dance”; Spoken Word – Janean Livingston; Gospel Choir – Greater True Light Baptist Church; Fort 
Worth’s largest outdoor line-dance (instruction by Talia S. Dancer, Kristian Harvey and Tera Lewis); and Prizes.

For more info, please visit www.gprc.org. 

-----

Mission Statement: Great Plains Restoration Council is a 501(c)3, multiracial, multicultural, Ecological Health 
organization dedicated to bringing indigenous prairies back and restoring healthy, sustainable communities to the 
Great Plains. GPRC brings people together to establish creative, effective solutions that enhance and respect our 
natural environment, native wildlife, human communities and the health and dignity of all people. GPRC is one of 
the main founders of the emerging Ecological Health movement, which is “the interdependent health of humans, 
animals and ecosystems.” GPRC engages young people to become leaders in their own lives as well as in the larger 
world around them, placing a major emphasis on building strong Ecological Health leadership. Our motto is 
“Serving our Youth, Protecting our Prairie Earth.” 
 
GPRC became a non-profit in October 1999 and is headquartered in Fort Worth, Texas, with additional operations 
in Thunder Valley, South Dakota on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 
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