Estimated acreage of black-tailed prairie dog colonies on National Forest System lands in the Great Plains. (compiled by John Sidle, USFS)

NFS Unit

Active Acres

Controlled Acres
Source

Little Missouri NG

6,928 (2008)

204 (2008)

D. Svingen/J. Ingalls

Grand River NG 

2,407 (2008)

0


D. Svingen

Fort Pierre NG


2,267 (2008)

66 (2008)1

R. Mares

Buffalo Gap NG

28,9932 (2008)

2,489 (2008)1

R. Griebel/R. Hodorff

Oglala NG


1,350 (2007)

1,000 (2008)1

P. Dobesh

Thunder Basin NG

3,7003 (2008)

0


C. Painter

Pawnee NG


2,398 (2008)

670 (2008)

E. Humphrey

Cimarron NG


1,337 (2008)

0


A. Chappell

Comanche NG


3,607 (2008)

0


S. Shively

Kiowa/Rita Blanca NG
3,056 (2005)4

0


D. Garcia/ G. Holden
Black Hills NF

386 (2005)

0


K. Burns

Custer NF


1,088 (2008)

0


T. Whitford

Nebraska NF (Bessey)
89 (2004)

0


T. Griffin
Nebraska NF (Pine Ridge)
0.5 (2008)

0


P. Dobesh

McKelvie NF


0


0


J. Abegglen

Total



57,606


4,429

1Units of the Nebraska National Forest began extensive poisoning in a boundary management zone in 2005.  Subsequent annual poisoning has declined as prairie dog populations have been eliminated.

2During 2008, an additional 10,000 acres of prairie dog colonies succumbed to plague on Buffalo Gap NG.

3There are approximately 18,300 acres of prairie dog colonies that have been inactive during the past several years due to plague.  

4Colony acreage has declined greatly since 2005 due to plague
